The Tooth
Portuguese got the authentic Tooth, but that at the moment they
were about to destroy it, a spirit from Paradise substituted a porce-
lain replica and carried the original to Colombo. Either of these
explanations would have convinced the Burmese, and so it is of no
importance which was given them.
Nothing further was said on that occasion, for the chief minister
was too clever a rnq-n to show his hand so soon. The envoys
retired dazzled and thoughtful. They remembered the prophecy.
Could it be that they were fated to bring it to pass? They must
attempt to do so. No service they could render their king would
be, they knew, so richly rewarded as the bringing back of the
Kandy Tooth.
At the earliest opportunity they sought an interview with the
chief minister and begged him to sell the Tooth to their master.
Any price he liked to name they guaranteed would be paid. But
they pleaded in vain. The minister knew very well how to increase
the impressiveness of what he proposed to do. He said the Tooth
was not for sale.
But the envoys did not despair. They had by this time been told
that the King of Colombo would send his daughter and, while
completing the arrangements for her transfer, continued to press
for the sale of the Tooth. Eventually, after interminable conver-
sations, the chief minister revealed that His Majesty had from the
beginning resolved to include the Tooth in his daughter's dowry,
and would have told them so, had it not been that he desired King
Bayin-naung to have the happy surprise of learning the fact from
his bride, who might thus, as her father hoped, more particularly
commend herself. He therefore charged them to keep the secret,
which they readily promised to do, though immediately, as the
minister had foreseen, they sent a messenger in a swift galley to
apprise their sovereign of his extraordinary good fortune.
The bride's preparations being shortly complete, the envoys set
sail with her to Burma. It was arranged that the Tooth was to fol-
low later, partly for astrological reasons and partly because a sacred
object requires its own particular escort and must be welcomed on
arrival with its own appropriate ceremonies.
Bayin-naung's arrangements for the reception of the supposed
princess were splendid, his respect for her having been enormously
increased by the news of the supposed Tooth. She was received
by a brilliant gathering and, embarked on a golden barge, was
rowed by Amazons up the Pegu river to the moated capital, where
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